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(From right) Hasrolnizam, Housing and Local Government Ministry deputy secretary-general Datuk Azhar
Ahmad, Zuraida and Hulu Kelang assemblyman Shaari Sungib at the launch of the guidelines.
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MPA. is the first local council to implement the guidelines which have
been in use at Pasar Malam Keramat Permai since March this year.

For better experience at the market

MPAJ first to implement standardised guidelines to improve conditions

By ANG ENG TAT
metro@thestar.com.my

ALL markets under the jurisdic-
tion of the ansdnﬁ Jaya Municipal
Council (MPAJ) will have to adhere
to new guidelines that will be

in stages.

“I want to thank the Housing
and Local Government Ministry
for choosing MPA] as the first local
council to im ent these guide-
lines,” said MPA] deputy president

i Shaari during the
launch of the guidelines at Pasar
M% Keramat Permai.

gfnunmzwell';sdemlinm and

, among other things.
“Markets will no longer have to

use generator sets for electricity as

supply will be provided by MPAJ.
“All markets will also use LED
lights to reduce heat.
“The most important
is in waste management as
waste will be sorted before being
simnspnrmd to waste collection
tes.
“Any produce that cannot be
sold be collected by the
Malaysia Save Food Initiative or

“It wﬂc?: mﬁuud to ﬂteﬂ
needy as anages an
welfare homes to eliminate wast-

upgrade the electricity and water
supply at the Keramat Permai
market.

Hasrolnizam added that MPA]
would also work with the Smart

Selangor Delivery Unit to intro-
duce electronic wallets in markets
in line with efforts to promote a
cashless society.

Housing and Local Government
minister Zuraida Kamaruddin,
who launched the guidelines, said
MPAJ was chosen to implement
them for easier monitoring.

Zuraida, who is also Ampang
MP, hoped MPA] would become a
ﬁ model for other local coun-

“The Keramat Permai night

own rules,” she said, am the
su]r]nlln were important to
ensure uniformity.”
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Busy with budgets

While some Selangor local councils have presented their 2020 exper)diture,
others are compiling ratepayers’ feedback to ensure effective allocations. > 2&3
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Mohd Fadzil addressing ratepayers during the MPSJ 2020 budget dialogue in Seri Kembangan.

Seeing to ratepayers’ needs

IT IS that time of year when all
local authorities are gearing up to
present thiir annual budget.

In preparation, councils invited
views and suggestions from rate-
aners 10 be incorporated into the

udget planning.

Local councils draft budgets while stakeholders
request more funds for safety and cleanliness

As for total , only 57.7%
(RM251,76mil) oIE the total project-

were still too few closed-circuit tel-

focus next year was in six

evision (CCTV) cameras in the city.  areas, namely building a safe.

While some local councils have ed amount were 1. “An allocation of RM500,000 green, smart, prosperous,
drafted their budget for nemlymr. At the town hall session, repre- under next year's bu; for safety  healthy and women-friendly
others are still in the midst of gath-  sentatives from residents associa- {5 insufficient,” the t said, municipality.
ering feedback from the pwple tions, Rukun Tetangga and adding that MBP] should increase During the dialogue, MPS] coun-

Here, we look at the in i the allocation for safety features cillors and representatives
four counils. &w suggeuluns onhow to utilise  and add more CCTVs at critical developers and NGOs were split

budg; "uld e areas in the city. E::rl‘o;:amups and aslwﬂ to list
PET/ Maost co categorised as ideas and plrzm
ALING JAYA management of infrastructure, SUBANG JAYA hoped to see Included in the coun-
THE city council, MBF], will have a  public utilities landscape, lake and cil's 2020 budget.
deficit budget next year, waste management, and Subang Jaya Municipal Council The four groups discussed infra-

It estimates a revenue of grammes for cleanliness, t'MPS]} held a lwo-day dialogue structure and socio-economy, sus-
RM392.93mil compared to a pro- safety as well as social activities, 1g and landscaping
posed expenditure of RM409.85mil Residents r:ﬁ:;&mtaﬁve Purhn 10 get l’eed.baclt on how and hnaux!.ﬂntlun. and cormmuni-
next year, resulting in adeficitof  Mohktar Abd said MBP] need- it could better utilise funds in the  ty and resident engagement pro-
RM16.92mil, ed to focus on traffic, drainage and 2020 budget. grammes.

Petaling faya mayor Datuk flood problems. “After taking into account our The feedback received from res-
Mohd Sayuthi Bakar, at a town “The authorities should also income and expenses for next idents will be tabled in a special
hall session, said MBP] would allo-  look into the needs of the disabled.  year, we are ating about meednfumhMPS]nmmdllm
cate money In 2020 for important  Action should be taken against RMS.4mil !orgmgmmmﬁ imvolv-  before it Is sent to the state gov-
needs and necessary expenses those who abuse bays residents but we need to know  ernment for ui)prnvul.
only, mviewormeslnwmqemnu- reserved for the ‘what they want us to do with the In july, MPS] conducted a one-
my both locally and globally which Anath i ' 1 mmen'mdhﬂ:‘jrxr;ﬁlmt month online survey to gain feed-
he said would affect the council's dissatisfaction over the RMSmil Noraini Roslan the session  back from stakeholders for the
upcoming budget. under MBPJ's 2020 budget for the  at Knmplel:s 3K in Taman Serdang 2020 budget.

"We]llmwrbudgetbuedon management of gardens, fields Seri Kembangan.
maintenance costs, Mdm She said a portion of next year's SHAH ALAM

ts and matters that ha\re heen “Iisi t I'D‘l“ such a l.llrge bu needed tux allocated !ml'! The city AT
rought to the city council's atten- ity. In Bukit Gasing, for example, such as wages an & city coun
tion, 2 E?mnm are not an wwm the num-  aside about RM140mil from its

“These include issues ing issues such as ent nﬂun,g ber of illegal rubbish dumping estimated RM480mil budget for
to infrastructure and public faclll-  lots are alwxys raised by cases could also lead to higher development next year.
ties, cleanliness, pollution and traf-  he said. er&eji"\sses for the council, Shah Alam mayor Datuk Haris
fic management,” he said at the The residents wanted the ] has estimated a revenue of  Kasim said the budget projected
budget dlscusswn held in Petaling  authorities to search out and RM305mil in 2020, with more than  for 2020 would see an estimated
Jaya Civic H destroy potential Aedes mosquito  90% going to regular expenses and  increase of RM31mil or 6.9% com-

MBP| Trr director Nik breeding grounds and ensure com-  the remaj 1o be decided by pared to this year’s budget of
Nazli Nik Abdullah said as of Aug  munity ga were kehold RM449.4mil.

31, MBP] collected RM298.01mil in Other issues raised included “We are nlWﬂY! u‘ying to puta Our pre-budget discussions
revenue, which was 74.68% of the  solid waste management, public  stop fo fllegal dum; with Shah Alam residents h“'-'fa
projected budget for the year, cleansing and environmental “The money sa\n:d can be chan- allowed us to find out the need for

The council’s management health. nelled back to residents,” said several developments and infra-
expenditure for 2019 as of Aug 31 “More funds are needed to clean  Noraini. Structure projects. !
was RM180.98mil. Only 55.56% dirty drains and action must be Also present was Seri Kem- ‘At this moment, we are looking
was utilised, taken against those who dump bangan assemblyman Ean Yong at about nine projects involving

During the same period, only rubbish, especially at road shoul- Hian Wah. about RM30mil. Among the pro-
RM70.77mil or 64% of develop- ders.” MPS] accountant Mohd Fadzil jects are maintenance of LED

ment funds were utilised.

Another resident said there

Mahat safd the council’s main

lights, building a two-storey food
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court in Kampung Baru Subang,
Section U6, constructing a high-

Stakeholders discussing what should be in MBPJ's 2020 budget.

the LED lights.
“Other big allocations are for

Sayuthi with representatives from residents association, Rukun Tetangga and NGOs at the town hall session.

which is estimated to see an
increase of RM20.5mil over cur-

ture are expected to increase by
20% next year over the current

Sepang,” he added.
Mohd Fauzi said the council

rise market in Section 25 and a building the food court in Section rent year. year. would impose seven strategies
commercial complex in Section U6 and the new market to serve For flood mitigation and other Council president Mohd Fauzi which were to increase source
17," he said at the council full the community. Each project will infrastructure works, Haris said Maohd Yatim said revenue was of income, ensure prudent
board meeting. cost RM4mil. MBSA would rely on the infra- estimated at RM200mil and spending, improve quality of the

He added that the allocation for
development in 2020 increased by

“We are also looking at con-
structing a musical fountain in

structure contribution funds.
The mayor marked 100 days in

expenditure at RM199.95mil in
2020.

environment and services,
upgrade information and commu-

RM21.3mil or 17.8% compared to  Taman Tasik Shah Alam as an office on Sept 22. “A total of 71% of expenditure nication technology, empower
this year’s allocation of attraction that will draw foreign He told StarMetro that he want-  will be allocated for g T ity and welfare pro-
RM119.1mil. tourists too,” he added. ed to ensure a sustainable and and the balance for development.” grammes, uplift green technology

Haris said 51.2% of the develop- He said the council allocated improved quality of life for Shah He stated that the 2020 budget and emphasise development pro-
ment budget would be used to RM6.5mil for social, tourism, cul- Alam denizens, in terms of a bet- allocations would be based on

fund new projects and maintain

tural and sports activities aimed at

ter environment and a low carbon

needs and what has been achieved

grammes.
“ ng's development

infrastructure, while Str ing unity among the footprint. in past years. budget will be increased for infra-

48.7% were for supply and servic-  people. “We call it ‘zero-based budget’. structure projects.

es and 0.1% for fixed payments Tax revenue is expected to SEPANG We will approve allocations “The council’s financial standing

and charges. increase and contribute according to the specific need and  is good compared to 2017 and
“MBSA will use about RM317.2mil, while non-tax reve- For Sepang Municipal Council, it will be centred on our aim fora 2018, and I hope it will get strong-

RM12.9mil for the maintenance of

nue will make up RM154.87mil,

(MPSepang) income and expendi-

clean, green and prosperous

er," he added.
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24 Starmetro
watch

MBSA MOBILE UNIT

Shah Alam City Council's mobile unit,
Shah Alam On Wheels will be at
Plaza Shah Alam carpark in Section 9
on Saturday from 11am to 5pm.
Services offered include collection of
assessment and parking compounds
as well as a complaints desk.
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CHESS COMPETITION

Petaling Jaya City Council is

organising a chess competition on

Oct 12 at the MBPJ Banguet Hall in
Jalan Yong Shook Lin. It is open to
Malaysians of all ages but limited to
the first 500 participants. Those
interested must register online at
www.caturpkpj.blogspot.my or www.
cerdikcatur.blogspot.my by Oct 9.
For details, call 017-695 2169
(Zarina).
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By OH ING YEEN
ingyeen@thestar.com.my

SOME 20 plots of land reserved to
build schools in the Subang Jaya
municipality have been identified
for urban farming.

Subang Jaya Municipal Council
(MPS]) president Noraini Roslan
said the project would be carried
out on such land set aside by
developers.

She said the council has decided
to start the urban farming initia-
tive instead of leaving the plots of
land empty.

She added that the Education
Ministry has not indicated its plan
to build schools in the 20 plots yet.

“So while waiting for the
schools to be built, these plots can
be used for urban farming.

“We will apply to the Education
Ministry and state government to
use the plots for urban farming,”
she said, adding that there were

Proposal to plant vegetables on school reserve land
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Proposal to plant vegetables
on school reserve land

MPSJ: It fosters good relationship and prevents illegal dumping

43 urban farming projects regis-
tered with MPS].

She said 70% were active pro-
jects.

“This is in line with our sustain-
able development goals (SDGs).

“We encourage urban farming
so that food can be planted within
the neighbourhood. This will help
reduce carbon emissions.

“Residents associations are
encouraged to take up urban

farming or community garden-
ing.” Noraini said.

She said there were benefits to
urban farming and community
gardening.

“It fosters good relationship
between neighbours and prevents
empty land from being used as
illegal dumpsites,”, she said.

Noraini gave examples of suc-
cessful community gardens at
US]12, USj14 and low-cost apart-

ments like Pangsapuri Sri Tanjung
in US]16.

“Residents camie up with their
own innovations and farming
mechanics. Some even do it ona
bhig scale,

“Besides that, we also have the
Smart Generation project where
schools encourage students and
teachers to do gardening within
the school compound, as well as
have green programmes like recy-

cling and anti-dengue pro-
grammes.

During the meeting, councillors
also raised concerns on outstand-
ing payment for Kumpulan Darul
Ehsan Berhad (KDEB) Waste
Management Sdn Bhd contractors,
which has been pending since
June.

Noraini declined to comment
when asked by the press and said
she would issue a statement later,
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Give importance to hiring park rangers, says councillor

By AIDA AHMAD
aidaahmad@thestar.com.my

PUBLIC safety and security within
forests in Petaling Jaya, especially
in Bukit Gasing, is of utmost
importance,

Petaling Jaya City Council
(MBP]) councillor Derek
Fernandez said forest rangers
were needed to help keep watch
over hikers’ safety in and around
Bukit Gasing.

He questioned the city council’s
decision of approving a contract

position for an assistant agricul-
tural officer instead of two [orest
rangers.

Fernandez said the lack of
enforcement in Bukit Gasing gave
vandals and criminals the oppor-
tunity to prey on unsuspecting
individuals.

“We have suggested, in the past,
for MBP] to consider hiring auxil-
iary police to beef up security in
Bukit Gasing.

“There have been many com-
plaints from the public about secu-
rity problems, and this is why we

need proper forest rangers,” he
said during the tabling of MBP['s
Budget 2020,

In response, MBP] Landscape
Department director Zuraidah
Sainan said the position for forest
rangers was advertised five years
ago but there were no takers.

Fernandez then said the city
council should further study why
people were not interested to take
up the position.

“Is it because it is a low-paying
job?

“This has to be looked into

because crime and vandalism are
rampant,” he said.

In announcing MBPJ's employ-
ment budget for next year,
Petaling Jaya mayor Datuk Mohd
Sayuthi Bakar said the city council
would not have new positions.

“Additional workload will be
organised and distributed among
existing job positions.

“Two contract positions, one for
an assistant agricultural officer

‘and one administrative assistant,

have been approved with no
financial implications,” he said.

In replying to Fernandez, Mohd
Sayuthi said he would look into
deploying enforcement personnel
to patrol Bukit Gasing.

Meanwhile, Mohd Sayuthi
added that MBP] for the first
time has set aside a special alloca-
tion of RM4.28mil to focus on
maintenance work in 15 public
parks.

“The allocation will help facili-
tate the monitoring of work
involved in all aspects of land-
scape maintenance within the
parks,” he said.
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Elderly stock up on groceries

thanks to S'gor voucher scheme

By NAYLI BATRISYIA
metro@thestar.com.my

A GROUP of elderly and disabled people born
in the month of September got to spend
RM100 shopping vouchers which they
received under the Selangor government’s
Skim Mesra Usia Emas (SMUE).

The 280 recipients, whose names were list-
ed under Yayasan Warisan Anak Selangor
(Yawas), collected the vouchers and proceed-
ed to shop at BK5 Giant Hypermarket in
Puchong.

Under the scheme, those aged 60 and
above and are in the foundation’s list are eli-
gible for financial aid in their birthday
month.

Kinrara assemblyman Ng Sze Han said the
shopping vouchers were a form of apprecia-
tion for the people who helped support the
development of the state. 3

Between September and De2ember, the
state government has allocated RM6mil for
SMUE Jom Shopping voucher programme.

“I am really happy to have received the

)7 Ng (centre) and

" his wife Lim

. presenting

protective

masks to

- shoppers

o at BK5 Giant
v hypermarket.

voucher in my birthday month. I get to buy
the household items I need,” said Ng
Choon, 78. ;

“Earlier, we were informed that the vouch-
er would be given for Hari Raya Aidilfitri but
at such a time, it will surely be crowded,”
said Mat Saad Sharif, 67.

His wife, Jaliah Yusop, 67, said the money
came in handy for daily groceries as they did
not have an income any more.

“It is a good way to help because some of
the elderly people do not have anyone to rely
on. Little things like this are a big thing to
us,” said Helen Pathimah Arulsamy, 65, who
was a kindergarten teacher for 15 years.

A birthday celebration was also held for
the September babies at the hypermarket
where cakes and mooncakes were served.

Ng's wife, Lim Bee Eng, was also present
and joined in to hand out 1,250 pieces of
three-ply face masks to the elderly recipients
and other shoppers at the hypermarket as
protection from the haze.

The SMUE programme has so far benefit-
ted a total of 317,932 people in the state.
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LOGGING AREAS RED

Size of land

that can be logged
reduced every 5
years, says timber
board deputy D-G

VEENA BABULAL
KUALA LUMPUR
news@nst.com.my

ALAYSIA has been

whittling down the

hectarage of land

that can be logged
every five years, thus allowing
forests and jungles breathing
room.

Malaysian Timber Industry
Board deputy director-general
Datuk Dr Puat Dahalan said the
government's move to save trees
could be traced back to 1996,
when the 7th Malaysia Plan (7MP)
kicked off.

He said from the onset of the
7MP in 1996 to the current 11th
Malaysia Plan, which wraps
up next year, the annual allow-
able cut had been reduced con-
sistently between one and five
percent.

Puat said the reduction peaked
under the 9th Malaysia Plan
when it was slashed by 12,107ha,
providing a total of 266,940ha to
be cut.

Currently, the annual allowable
cut is 246,888ha, 7.946ha lesser
than the total provided under the
previous Malaysia Plan.

He said Malaysia had shifted its
focus from being heavy on ex-
ports of timber and wood-based
products to importing such ma-
terials to be processed in the
country.

“Peninsular Malaysia started
banning the export of logs in
stages since 1985

“Sabah is mulling a permanent
ban to boost future downstream
activities.”

Puat said the export of timber
and wood-based products had re-
aligned to that of finished and
processed materials and prod-
ucts to ensure that the nation
could benefit from this trade.

“By having these resources in
the country, the idea is that we
can focus on manufacturing val-
ue-added goods besides generat-
ing more income and jobs,” he
said in response to claims that
Malaysia was one of the devel-
oping nations actively involved
in deforestation.

Puat said the export and import
of timber and its products last
year were worth RM22.3 billion
and RM5.25 billion, respectively.

He said the industry contribut-
ed 1.3 per cent to the gross do-
mestic product last year, with a
value of RM18.9 billion at con-
stant price.

The board's studies in 2013
found that the industry provided
200,000 jobs.

Puat, however, said the rollback
on exports and the cost of cul-
tivating trees in permitted log-
ging space or plantations, which
ranged between RM6,000 per ha
and RM14,000 per ha, triggered
industry players to call for the
increase of imports.

“Everytime they do the revision
(under the Malaysia Plan), the an-
nual allowable will be reduced.

“To keep our industry progres-
sive and sustainable, we need to
have more resources. That's why
we have encouraged imports
from overseas, especially by way
of logs.”

He said Malaysia imported
beach, oak and other species of
logs from Europe, while tropical
ones were taken from African
countries like Congo and Ghana.

He said the policy would con-
tinue with a target of RM22 bil-
lion and RM25 billion of timber
and export products for this year
and next year, respectively.

Puat said the nation’s shift to
imports was to counter environ-

mental groups’ allegations that
countries are party to active de-
forestation practices done in the
guise of sustainable logging and
cultivation of oil palm trees.

He said the Malaysian Timber
Certification Scheme, issued by
the Malaysian Timber Certifica-
tion Council, ensured that trees
were sustainably logged by com-
panies that volunteered to be
evaluated.

He said Malaysia did not lump
tree cover, which included rub-
ber and oil palm trees, as forest
cover.

“Forest cover refers to areas
gazetted as permenant forest re-
serves, state land forests and
alienated lands.”

Puat, who has been with the
Peninsular Malaysia Forestry De-
partment since 1983, was ap-
pointed as Selangor director of
forestry before he was seconded
to the board recently.

“I feel 1 have the right back-
ground for the job. I will continue
to look after the interest of trees
by standing up against commer-
cial operators,” said the Kolej Sul-
tan Abdul Hamid old boy.

He said he would make sure the
industry moved ahead.

“I know a lot about trees, so I
will try to bridge the demand of
the upstream resource, which is

Full Color
36,278
108,834
809 cm?2
RM 27,780
RM 83,340

INCE 1996

Malaysian Timber Hﬂr!l;slt‘_t' Board deputy (fmfmr-gmemi Datuk Dr

Puat Dahalan says the government's move to save trees can be traced

back to 1996. FIC BY NURUL SYAZA

part and parcel of the interest of
trees and the natural world, as
well as the demand of the indus-

Y.

“I have to find ways to make
this work.”

Prime Minister Tun Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad had reaffirmed
Malaysia’s commitment to main-
tain at least 50 per cent of its land
area under forest coverto keep its
pledge made during the Rio de
Janeiro Earth Summit in Brazil in
1992,

He said Malaysia's forest cover
was at 55.3 per cent, or 18.28 mil-

MA ROSE RAZMAN

lion hectares of itstotal land area,
exceeding the government's ini-
tial commitment made during
the summit.

He said the nation’s forest cov-
er today was far higher than that
of France, Germany, Italy and the
United Kingdom.

He said the Land Conservation
Act (1960), the Wildlife Protec-
tion Act (1972) and the National
Forestry Act (1984) provided the
legal framework covering land
use, wildlife protection, admin-
istration and conservation of
forests.
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